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Soon after my first arrival at Gothenburg I gave my opinion fully that no good could be done by us in this quarter, and recommended withdrawing the force. The foundation for this advice was the character of the King of Sweden and the want of adequate means and force in the Swedes to cope with their enemies. Since that time, and particularly from my arrival at Stockholm, I have taken every opportunity to transmit accurate details of all my conferences with his Majesty and of everything else that occurred, accompanied by letters containing my own reasoning and sentiments. I have, however, received no letters from the King's Ministers since those brought to me by Colonel Murray, dated the 2nd June. I have thus been left to act according to my own discretion, and Ministers by the contradictions in their instructions and by their silence are at liberty, according as events turn out favourably or otherwise, to blame or to approve of them.eneral Hope had already embarked the horses of the general officers, and had directed everybody to repair on board. Colonel Murray, who had left Stockholm some hours after me, arrived the day following, and I immediately sent him on with my despatches to England. Major Colborne, my military secretary, left two days after me, when my departure was still unknown at Stockholm. He arrived yesterday. He had taken the precaution to send all my papers by an English brig-of-war then at Stockholm, lest the King in his passion should seize them. The English Minister had done the same with his. Col-borne tells me that it was Mr. Thornton's intention the day after he came away to announce officially to the King my departure. I am very anxious to know how he received it and the sensation which it occasioned at Stockholm, but every arrangement being made for my departure, and the wind fair, I took my leave of Sir James Saumarez this morning and sailed with the troops on our return to England.
